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The Tamil Language Festival 2015 Cultivates a Love for Tamil

A host of exciting programmes has been lined up for this year’s Tamil Language Festival.

More than 40 partner organisations and individuals involved in this year's Tamil Language Festival
(TLF) are ready to excite the community with the array of fun and engaging events especially put
together for the Singaporean Tamil community.

The Tamil Language Festival is the signature event of the Tamil Language Council. Throughout April,
the community can participate in a series of literary, oratorical and cultural events that will encourage
them to embrace their mother tongue and use it in their daily lives.

This year, the festival will be held from 3 to 26 April with a wide variety of 40 programmes and
activities to encourage the community to “Love Tamil, Speak Tamil”.

“The programmes are targeted at various segments of the community and we want as many people to
take part and benefit from them. They are also excellent opportunities for the community to immerse
themselves in an environment where Tamil is spoken and heard. A special focus will be the youth in a
concerted effort by the Council and its partners to influence and encourage the next generation of
Tamil speakers,” said Mr Rajaram, Chairman of the Tamil Language Council.

Some of these exciting youth-centric activities include:

- Ninaivugalodu Kuthugalam by Sirpigal
Students will step out of their classrooms and into the ARTrium to learn about the history of
the City Hall district and Old Hill Street Police Station by interacting with characters from the
past at the ARTrium and the use of the latest mobile devices.

- Kavichaaral by Avant Theatre
Watch the dramatic presentation of NAC 2014 Cultural Medallion Award Recipient Mr K T M
Igbal’'s poetic writings over the years through “live” music performances and street-theatre
movement. This lively event celebrates one of the greatest writers of Singapore’s literary
scene and one that allows participants to be immersed in the beauty of the Tamil language.

- Pathay Nimidam by the Ravindran Drama Group
Budding script writers from all races will not want to miss this unique opportunity to create a
10-minute play in Tamil as well as learn, appreciate and support Tamil theatre in the process.

- Thamizh Thantha Kalaigal by the Annamalai University Alumni Association (Singapore
Chapter)
Secondary school students will get to learn useful skills of researching, putting together a
paper and presenting on Tamil art forms and history. They will also get the chance to hear
from an Inscription Analyst who will share his personal experiences working on such artefacts
and encourage these students to pursue their interests in history, culture and language.

The full list of Tamil Language Festival 2015 programmes can be found in Annex A.
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Launch of TLF 2015

Mr S Iswaran, Minister in the Prime Minister's Office & Second Minister for Home Affairs & Trade and
Industry, will officially launch the month-long festival “live” on Vasantham on Friday, 3 April at 6.30pm.

About Tamil Language Festival

The Tamil Language Festival is spearheaded by the Tamil Language Council which was formed in
2000 under the auspices of MICA. It comprises representatives from the education sector, major
community organisations, arts groups and the media. The Council has organised the Festival since
2007 with partner organisations marking it a major event in their organisational calendar. There has
also been a growing number of organisations participating. Today, National Heritage Board (NHB) is
the Council Secretariat, under MCCY.

A key partner for the Tamil Language Festival is MOE’s Tamil Language and Learning Promotion
Committee (TLLPC). Set up in 2006. TLLPC'’s strategic focus is to promote the speaking and learning
of Tamil among students.



Annex A

Tamil Language Festival 2015
Programme Schedule

Date . . . . T
No Day/ Time Title of Programme Organizer Venue Brief description of programme
Week 1
. Auditorium, Umar " .
1 2.00pm to 4.30pm | Chinnanjiru Maedai NIE Tamil Language Pulavar Tamil Drama competition for primary
Club school students
Language Centre
Programme Zone. An A opportunity to interact one to
2 6.00pm to 9.00pm | Literary Meet with Basker Sakthi | Thangameen & . o & | one with famous Tamil serial script
Mo Kio Public Library ) .
writer Basker Sakthi.
4/4/2015 Tamils Representative
3 Saturday 5.00pm to 7.00 pm forpor 2.01? - Finals Counu!, Ministry of Mediacorp TV Theatre National debate for Primary school
Recording Education & students
MediaCorp Vasantham
Sharing about workplace protocol
Corporate Communications and Function Hall, The and all about manners. Will also
4 1.30pm to 5.00pm P . . LISHA Women Wing ! cover Indian corporate etiquette as
Networking Skills Verge .
such culture practices and
expectations.
. . . Tirukkural delivered through songs.
5 6.00pm to 9.30pm | Tirukkural Vizha 2015 ZTJT:LIJIr:TrS]iEEe and i:f\?::trii:zlz;c\i::mc Narration and explanation by guest
5/4/2015 y speaker Paandi Durai.
Sunday
it Di - 7 B
6 10.00am to 6.00pm Story, Script, Dialogue writing Thangameen Programme Zone, Ang | A workshop conducted by Basker

workshop in Tamil

Mo Kio Public Library

Sakthi and local writers.




.
BT ISIOP ) uidadD

Week 2

Auditorium, Umar

7 10./4/2015 2.00pm to 6.00pm MAGO._ Tamil Storytelling AKT Creations Pulavar Tamil Story-telling competition
Friday Olympiad
Language Centre
Programme Zone, Print to screen (screening of a
8 2.30pm to 5.30pm | Cinema Cinema National Library Board Ang Mo Kio Public ) . g
. movie based on a Tamil book)
Library
10.00am to Vannath.a.m|zh 2015 - Colouring . . . Programme Zom?, Colouring Competition for Pre-
9 Competition for Preschoolers (k1 | Urumi Tamil e-Magazine | Ang Mo Kio Public
12.30pm . schoolers
& k2) Library
Auditorium, . .
10 11.00pm to 2.00pm | Kalakkal Drama Festival 2015 Ivann Productions Woodlands gj;;i;ompetltlon for Pri & Sec
11/4/2015 Regional Library
Saturday Dance Performance, Finals of Fancy
Dress Competition for KG and
Lower Primary, Performance of
L winners of Oratory contest (Pri5 &
Association of Singapore Auditorium, Umar 6), Poetry Conversation Contest
11 6.00pm to 9.00pm | Muthamizh Vizha 2015 &ap Pulavar Tamil » FOSLY

Tamil Writers

Language Centre

(Sec 1 & 2), Tamizhavel Award
presentation, Prize presentation to
winners of student and public
competitions, Keynote Speech by
an overseas guest speaker
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Malaysia Singapore

Lecture Theatre,

Lectures on 3 topics:
to raise Tamil Content in Tamil

12 9.00am to 1.00pm | Tamil Internet Forum 2015 L Lifelong Learning Wikipedia
Tamil 's Uravupalam . . . .
Institute Open source solutions in Tamil
And mobile apps creation
This programme using new media
technology is created to help those
Tamil through futuristic Pava Lebar Lifelon who are keen to learn to develop i-
13 2.00pm to 5.00pm | Technologies - An elegant S.Gunasegaran ¥ . & books, 3D games and digital music
. . Learning Centre . .
learning experience composing to enhance their
proficiency in Tamil language with
fresh and innovative ideas.
PA Narpani Pearavai,
IAECs from North West
14 7.00pm t0 8.30pm | Sorsilambam 2015 - Grand Final District and MedlaCorp Mediacorp TV National debate for Junior College
Vasantham, in Theatre Students
collaboration with
National Junior College
12/4/2015 _ _ Natarajan and Possibility Room, Financial talk by Mr
Financial Talk: How to start a . - . . narayanamohan and Mr Jaafar
15 Sunday 2.00pm to 5.00pm . . Swaminathan, Certified National Library .
business and get funding . . Ghany on how to start a business
Public Accountants Building .
and get funding
Students will present their research
Thamizh Thantha Kalaigal - Paper | Annamalai University papers on ancient tamil art forms
. . . L Woodlands .
16 2.00pm to 5.00pm presentation on ancient art forms | Alumni Association, and a guest speaker who is also a

by students

Singapore Chapter

Regional Library

inscription analyst will share his
experience on working on artefacts
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Week 3

Auditorium, Umar

A lecture for teachers to
understand the good character
traits and values they should instill

17 15/4/2015 2.30pm to 5.30pm Thamizhavel Memorial Lecture Slngapore Tamil Teachers Pulavar Tamil in students during their Tamil
Wednesday 2015 Union .
Language Centre language lesson thus promoting
Tamil as a holistic development of
students.
Students explore and find out the
history of City hall and OId Hill
Ninaivuealodu Kuthugalam Street Police station while solving
18 3.00pm to 6.00pm | ,, .g . "g Sirpigal Mandram Artrium@MClI tasks given in Tamil and produce a
Fun with Memories . Lo
news feature by interviewing
17/4/2015 .
Frid volunteers will be dressed as
riaay characters from the past.
Sineaore Indian Multi-purpose hall,
19 7.00pm to 9.30pm | Valluvam Vaguththa Kavithaigal & p . Singapore Indian Poetry competition
Association -
Association
18& National Book
20 19/4/2015 9am to 12pm Lear'n and Speak Tamil through Development Council of Woc?dland§ Story-tellmg workshop and story-
Saturday Stories Singapore Regional Library telling by MPs
& Sunday gap
10.00am to "Vizthugal" Oru Thedal — Amazing | .. . . Singai Tamil A drama presentation of Mr KTM
21 Singai Tamil Sangam .
12.30pm Race Sangam Igbal's poems
18/4/2015 SG Author Series Tamil
Programme: Programme Zone, Sharing session by Local writer
22 1.00pm to 2.30pm g ’ National Library Board Jurong West Public & ¥

Conversations with Local Author
Indrajit

Library

Indrajit
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Print to screen (screening of a

23 2.30pm to 5.30pm | Cinema Cinema National Library Board JL.Jrong West Public movie based on a Tamil book)
Library
Screening of documentary
entitled 'Yaadhum' - A
Sineanore Kadavanallur Auditorium, Umar Documentary tracing the roots of
24 2.30pm to 5.30pm Umar Pulavar Memorial Lecture & .p ¥ Pulavar Tamil Indian Muslims and their
Muslim League . .
Language Centre inter -cultural influence and a
motivational speech by Mr Abdul
Kader.
Kavingar Mu Metha innovated
Auditori “Puthu Kavithai”. He will
Kavingar Mu Methavin Jamal Mohamed College uditorium, 'Umar Ut. Y ?Vlt al ) e will be
25 6.30pm to 8.30pm | ,, . - . L. Pulavar Tamil sharing his experience and wealth
Natchaththira Jannalil Alumni Association . .
Language Centre of knowledge in Modern Tamil
Literature and Tamil Poetry.
. . . . Sharing session by local artistes on
. . Singapore Indian Artistes' | Multi-purpose Hall, . . .
26 2.00pm to 5.00pm | Thamizhum Kalaiyum 2015 Association SINDA vf'mous performing arts in
Singapore
Poetry, dancing, singing,
35th Tamilar Thirunal 2015 cum . . storytelling and drama
19/4/2015 Mathavi llakk
27 /41 6.30pm to 8.30pm | MLS 55th Anniversary along with athavi flakklya PGP Hall performances, which enhances
Sunday . - Mandram . X .
50th Nation Building their interest in the literacy and
Arts.
Tamil Pattimandra Kalai Topic: Tamil films Boosts our pride
28 7.00pm to 9.30pm Pattimandram Kazhagam & Lamsoon CC | ITE College West pic: P

IAEC

vs. staggers Our pride

Week 4
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24 & . . Avant Theatre & Blackbox, Aliwal A drama presentation of Mr KTM
29 25/4/2015 8.00pm to 10.00pm | Kavichaaral - KTM Igbal's poetry Language Arts Centre Iqbal's poems
Presentation of 10 minute Tamil
Ravindran Drama Grou plays. A closed door prelude. Main
30 25/4/2015 | 2.00pm to 5.00pm Pathey Nimidam 2015 P Aliwal Arts Centre show on 22 23 May. Consists of
Company Ltd . .
non-Tamil theatre companies and
artistes.
31 25/4/2015 | 6.30pm to 9.30pm | Chithirai Kalai Iravu 2015 Little I.ndla Shopk.ee.pers Open field opp Cultural performances
& Heritage Association Serangoon Plaza
pavanther 125th Ilakkiva Vizha Sineapore Tamizh Auditorium, Umar Rotating oratical debate and also
32 25/4/2015 | 5.30pm to 7.30pm ¥ g p Pulavar Tamil sharing about Paventhar by a
- Suzhalum Sorpor lllakkiyak Kalam
Language Centre guest speaker.
Sharing with the audience about
33 26/4/2015 | 6.30pm to 9.30pm Mara|mala'| Adigalar Puzgal Kavimalai Open field opp Malaimari A.d:galar who is a Tamil
Pottrum Vizha Serangoon Plaza scholar and it’s also award
ceremony for aspiring poets.
. . Auditorium, Umar .
34 26/4/2015 | 9.00am to 12.30pm International Speech & Table Tamil Language and pulavar Tamil Tamil toastmasters speech

Topics Contests in Tamil

Cultural Society

Language Centre

competition
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